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Beyond Manzanar - In the Wake of Sept. 11th 

… and Trump’s 2017 “Muslim Ban” 

We started Beyond Manzanar in 1995 in response to blind attacks on people of Middle 
Eastern extraction after the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995, when the media 
erroneously linked the bombing to the Middle East.  

After the attacks of 9-11, in a disturbing deja vu, there was a wave of attacks and death 
threats against people who look Muslim or of Middle Eastern extraction - even though 
many came to the west as refugees from the regimes they are accused of 
representing. It goes far beyond damage to property: A Sikh was murdered in Mesa, 
Arizona, because he wore a turban. A Pakistani-American was murdered in Dallas. A 
British-Afgani in England was paralyzed from the neck down after an attack. 

Beyond Manzanar focuses on our own ethnic groups - Iranian American and Japanese 
American - but its message is universal. We depict attacks on Iranian Americans and 
calls for their internment during the 1979-'80 Iranian Hostage Crisis, putting them in the 
context of the media hysteria that led to the internment of Japanese Americans during 
World War II.  With full support from President Roosevelt the US military claimed there 
was "military necessity" to intern over 120,000 men, women and children without due 
process and for no crime other than the fact of their Japanese ancestry.  

In 1985, Norman Mineta, then a Congressman and later in  2001 Secretary of 
Transportation, introduced H.R. 442, The Civil Liberties Act, with the statement that "... 
documents recently discovered under the Freedom of Information Act revealed that 
government attorneys suppressed key evidence and authoritative reports from the 
Office of Naval Intelligence, the FBI, the Federal Communications Commission, and 
Army Intelligence which flatly contradicted the government claim that 
Japanese Americans were a threat to security." 1 (See excerpt on next page).

In 2001 as in WW2 the crisis was real - America was under attack. After 9-11 as after 
Pearl Harbor, new laws were passed in the name of anti-terrorism, repeating the errors 
of WW2 and severely damaging civil liberties in our country.  

Now, in 2017, President Trump has chosen to severely restrict travel for citizens of 
seven predominately Muslim countries in the name of security – despite the fact that no 
nationals of these countries have killed anyone in terrorist attacks on U.S. soil between 
1975 and 2015. Conversely, there was no travel ban on citizens from Saudi Arabia, 
UAE, Egypt or Lebanon, whose citizens have committed the worst attacks on American 
soil – strangely enough, Trump has business interests in these countries as well.2 

Times such as these are the most stringent tests of a democracy. We have always 
prided ourselves in being a country "with liberty and justice for all." Can we protect 
ourselves as a nation without sacrificing the civil liberties that form the true and 
fundamental greatness of America? 

1https://web.archive.org/web/20110608211342/http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment/Congressional%20Records/ 
19850219.html (no longer available, but original text is on page 29 (pdf page#) / p21 internal page#) of 
National Security Archive amicus curiae brief, 2005: https://www.aclu.org/files/nsl/legal/
NSArchive_Amicus.pdf and https://encyclopedia.densho.org/
Final_Report,_Japanese_Evacuation_from_the_West_Coast,_1942_(book)/#The_Original_Report 
2 https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/01/trump-immigration-ban-terrorism/514361/ 





Beyond Manzanar - Project Origins 
 
 
Beyond Manzanar is an interactive 3D virtual reality environment, a metaphorical 
landscape that explores media scapegoating of ethnic populations in times of crisis 
and invokes the human spirit that creates beauty under adverse conditions.  
 
The historic experiences of Japanese Americans in World War II and the more 
contemporary experiences of Iranian Americans form the basis for a surreal and 
poetic work contrasting immigrant attempts to achieve the ‘American Dream’ with 
mass media demonization of entire groups as the ’face of the enemy.’ This folder 
contains some of the background material that aided us in our conception and 
construction of Beyond Manzanar. 
 
The genius loci of Manzanar Internment Camp in Eastern California is used to focus 
the stories of these two diverse groups into a single dialog. Manzanar was the first of 
over 10 internment camps erected to incarcerate Japanese Americans families 
during World War II under a false charge of ‘military necessity.’ In the 1980s the 
American courts declared this internment to have been ‘not justified,’ but the 
principle of mass internment of an entire ethnic group on the grounds of military 
necessity still stands. During the Iranian hostage crisis in 1979 –1980 and with every 
subsequent fear of ‘middle-eastern terrorism’ there are verbal, physical and legal 
attacks on Iranian Americans and calls to intern them ‘like we interned the 
Japanese.’ 
 
Ironically, Manzanar’s high desert oasis strongly resembles the austere landscapes 
of Iran. Even the grid-like traces of the army camp evoke the geometric order of 
Iranian gardens, representations of the cosmic order of paradise. Irony indeed, 
because the Japanese American internees did in fact build gardens within 
Manzanar’s barbed wire fence – depictions of the sacred islands and ponds of the 
Buddhist ‘western paradise.' 
 
The quotation from Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's book "Farewell to Manzanar" 
illustrates how the gardens provided a place of refuge for the internees, a virtual 
reality that allowed them to forget the reality of camp life for a  brief moment of 
solace. This fragile moment, suspended between dream and reality, is the feeling 
that we try to capture in Beyond Manzanar. 
 
 
NOTE: On our website http://www.mission-base.com/manzanar/ under “weblinks” is 
a list of other sites with background information relevant to Beyond Manzanar. 
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       The Bagh-i-Fin, Kashan, Iran 

 
 
“Here in the walled creation of man an order is traced in the garden floor by the structured waterways that flow from the 
highest to the lowest point, distributing the life-generating water to the various geometric compartments of the garden. 
The verdant, spontaneous growths contained within the garden compartments complement and balance the whole 
conception, which is viewed archetypically as a recapitulation of paradise. Perpetuating this view, the mirror-like pools 
cause the heavens to be reflected in their shimmering surfaces, thus uniting the high with the low, the alam-i-mithal with 
the mulk, in a profound symbolism central to the Islamic perspective.” 
             - Ardalan and Bakhtiar, The Sense of Unity 



   
   

   
   

   
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
   

   
Ja

pa
ne

se
 P

ar
ad

is
e 

G
ar

de
n,

 M
an

za
na

r I
nt

er
nm

en
t C

am
p,

 1
94

3 
- A

ns
el

 A
da

m
s 

ph
ot

o 
 

 “G
ar

de
ns

 h
ad

 s
pr

un
g 

up
 e

ve
ry

w
he

re
, i

n 
th

e 
fir

eb
re

ak
s,

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
ro

w
s 

of
 b

ar
ra

ck
s 

- r
oc

k 
ga

rd
en

s,
 v

eg
et

ab
le

 g
ar

de
ns

, c
ac

tu
s 

an
d 

flo
w

er
 g

ar
de

ns
 ..

. n
ea

r B
lo

ck
 2

8 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
m

en
 w

ho
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

pr
of

es
si

on
al

 g
ar

de
ne

rs
 b

ui
lt 

a 
sm

al
l p

ar
k,

 w
ith

 m
os

sy
 n

oo
ks

, p
on

ds
, w

at
er

fa
lls

 a
nd

 c
ur

ve
d 

w
oo

de
n 

br
id

ge
s.

 S
om

et
im

es
 in

 th
e 

ev
en

in
gs

 w
e 

w
ou

ld
 

w
al

k 
do

w
n 

th
e 

ra
ke

d 
gr

av
el

 p
at

hs
. Y

ou
 c

ou
ld

 fa
ce

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 th

e 
ba

rra
ck

s,
 lo

ok
 p

as
t a

 ti
ny

 ra
pi

ds
 to

w
ar

d 
th

e 
da

rk
en

in
g 

m
ou

nt
ai

ns
, a

nd
 fo

r a
 w

hi
le

 n
ot

 b
e 

a 
pr

is
on

er
 a

t a
ll.

 
Y

ou
 c

ou
ld

 h
an

g 
su

sp
en

de
d 

in
 s

om
e 

od
d,

 a
lm

os
t l

ov
el

y 
la

nd
 y

ou
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 e
sc

ap
e 

fro
m

 y
et

 a
lm

os
t d

id
n’

t w
an

t t
o 

le
av

e.
” 

   
   

  
  -

 J
ea

nn
e 

W
ak

at
su

ki
 H

ou
st

on
/J

am
es

 H
ou

st
on

, F
ar

ew
el

l t
o 

M
an

za
na

r  



Internment of Japanese-Americans during WWII 
 
 
 
The following pages provide some information on the internment of Japanese-
Americans during World War II. After Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, the United States of America declared war on Japan. That same night the FBI 
rounded up and interned Japanese nationals thought to have strong ties to Japan 
(Note: American law prohibited Asians from becoming American citizens, so at that 
time the mature generation of Japanese Americans were all classified as 'enemy 
aliens.' Their American-born children however automatically had American citizenship.) 
 
Newspaper articles from this time illustrate the climate of intimidation and violence 
towards Japanese Americans, but shows that there were also other voices that warned 
– futilely – against using undemocratic methods in the fight for democracy. Despite 
these moderating voices, the military general in charge of the western United States, 
General DeWitt, claimed top secret information proved there was a 'military necessity' 
to intern all people of Japanese ancestry (down to 1/16th Japanese blood) living on the 
West Coast. Executive Order EO9066 gave the Japanese Americans several days to 
divest themselves of all their possessions except that which they could carry in two 
hands and report for internment. 
 
Over 120,000 men, women and children, the majority native-born juveniles with 
American citizenship, were interned in over 10 camps located in desolate areas of the 
West. Many camps were located on Indian reservations and not surprisingly many 
employees of the WRA (War Relocation Authority) came from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, an agency with years of experience dealing with captive populations. 
 
Finally, Nisei men were 'allowed' the choice of registering for the draft or being branded 
disloyal to the United States. Fighting in Europe, the 442nd all-Nisei Regimental 
Combat Team was the most decorated unit in United States history - and had the 
highest casualty rate.  Part of the 442nd, the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion, helped free 
sub-camps of the Nazi concentration camp Dachau, even as Japanese American 
families were still interned behind barbed wire in the United States. 
 
In 1988, after declassification of the Army's top-secret studies from 1941 showed they 
actually denied any security risk from the Japanese American community, the courts 
declared the Internment was 'not justified.' 1 Every former internee who was still living 
received a presidential letter of apology and $20,000 per person monetary restitution. 
 
Restitution was not given however to the 2,264 Japanese-Peruvians who were 
kidnapped and interned by the United States to be used as barter material in exchange 
for American prisoners of war in Japan during World War II. After the end of the war the 
United States government declared these people to be in the country as 'illegal aliens.' 
 
For links to websites that cover these events in more detail, please follow the tab “Web 
Links” on our site http://mission.base.com/manzanar/. 

                                                           
1 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110608211342/http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment/Congressional%20Records/1
9850219.html 
See also page 29 (online - p21 internal numbering) of National Security Archive amicus curiae brief, 
2005: https://www.aclu.org/files/nsl/legal/NSArchive_Amicus.pdf 

















Iranian Hostage Crisis, 1979 - 1980 
 
 
The following articles are from the time of the Iranian Hostage Crisis,1979 – 80, 
when radical students in Iran held Americans hostage at the US Embassy in 
Teheran for 444 days. They depict the dangerously emotional atmosphere in the 
United States at the time, which for many Japanese-Americans had disturbing 
echoes of the climate leading up to their own internment during World War II. 
 
During the Hostage Crisis Iranian nationals residing in America were threatened with 
mass summary deportation, regardless of their personal activities and political 
beliefs. Iranian-Americans or any ‘dark, Middle Eastern types‘ were attacked verbally 
and physically on the streets – even if they were of completely unrelated nationalities 
or were Iranians who had fled the Islamic Revolution themselves. Hate violence does 
not ask for personal life stories before attacking – if you are thought to have the “face 
of the enemy“ you are assumed to be guilty.  
 
Voices called for the internment of all Iranian citizens living in the States “like we did 
with the Japanese.“ To the horror of the Japanese American community, this call 
was taken up and proposed in the U.S. Senate as a bill by Senator S.I.Hayakawa. A 
conservative senator of Japanese ancestry, Hayakawa was a Canadian citizen 
during WWII and had not been interned himself. His claim that “it wasn’t so bad for 
us“ provoked bitter outrage from members of the Japanese American community 
who had actually been interned. 
 
Luckily there were other voices, including the Japanese American Citizens League 
(JACL), that spoke out in public and wrote letters to President Carter warning that 
the lessons of the Japanese-American internment must be heeded: contitutional 
guarantees of due process cannot be summarily ignored on a whim. We cannot 
make the world safe for democracy by denying it in our own country. 
 
The calmer voices prevailed. But it is clear that the lessons of past errors must be 
kept alive if we are to avoid repeating our errors again and again. In a crisis extreme 
measures will always seem reasonable, it will always seem that “this time is different 
– this time it is really necessary.“ 









 
 
 

1985: 
Writ of Error Coram Nobis  

in the case of  
Korematsu v. The United States 

 
 
 
 
 

U.S. Court determines Internment  
was based on  

"willful historical inaccuracies  
and intentional falsehoods"  

on the part of the  
U.S. Government and Military 



Prepared for use by teachers in Grades K - 12 on a grant from the California Civil Liberties Public Education 
Program: http://bss.sfsu.edu/internment/Congressional%20Records/19850219.html#n13 
 
Congressional Record -- Extension of Remarks 
Tuesday, February 19, 1985 
99th Cong. 1st Sess. 
131 Cong Rec E 468 
 
Reference: Vol. 131 No. 15; Proc. of Feb.18, 1985, Issue No. 14; and Feb. 19, 1985, Issue No. 15, are combined.  
 
 
TITLE: JUSTICE DELAYED 43 YEARS  
 
 
Speaker:  Hon. Norman Y. Mineta Of California In The House Of Representatives  
 
Mr. Mineta. Mr. Speaker, today is the anniversary of Executive Order 9066; the document signed 43 years ago 
which authorized the evacuation, relocation, and internment of 120,000 loyal americans of Japanese ancestry 
purely because of their race.  
 
This internment constitutes a shocking and still unresolved abuse of the constitutional rights of those who were 
interned. I am proud to be a supporter, along with more than 100 of my colleagues, of H.R. 442, the Civil 
Liberties Act of 1985 which seeks, once and for all, to put this sad episode in our history to rest. Just as 
importantly, H.R. 442 ensures that such a fundamental loss of constitutional rights is never imposed upon any 
other group of Americans in the future.  
 
One of the U.S. Court decisions of the 1940's which upheld the internment was a case known as Korematsu 
versus United States. Recently, in a U.S. district court in San Francisco, Judge Marilyn Patel overturned that 
conviction, and gave to Fred Korematsu the only thing he has sought: a clear record and an honorable name.  
 
I would like to insert into the record at this point a summary of the Korematsu case, and the decision overturning 
it. This nation owes Mr. Korematsu, his attorneys, and Judge Patel a debt of gratitude for their efforts to bring 
justice after so many years.  
 
The summary follows:  
 
Background on Writ of Error Coram Nobis and summary of Korematsu vs. The United States. 

 
Fred T. Korematsu, an American citizen, was convicted on September 8, 1942 (N1) for refusing to obey military 
orders leading up to the mass racial internment of 110,000 Japanese Americans, 70,000 of whom were American 
citizens. (N2) Specifically, Korematsu was convicted of being in a place from which all persons of Japanese 
ancestry were excluded pursuant to Civilian Exclusion Order No. 34 issued by Commanding General J. L. 
Dewitt. (N3) His conviction was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1944, when the High Court accepted the 
government representations that the internment camps were justified by "military necessity." (N4)  
 
The court's finding of "military necessity" was based on the representation of government lawyers that Japanese 
Americans were committing espionage and sabotage by signaling enemy ships from shore. The government also 
charged that it was impossible to separate the loyal from the disloyal due to the racial characteristics of Japanese 
Americans. (N5)  
 
However, documents recently discovered under the freedom of information act revealed that government 
attorneys suppressed key evidence and authoritative reports from the Office of Naval Intelligence, the F.B.I. the 
Federal Communications Commission, and Army Intelligence which flatly contradicted the government claim 
that Japanese Americans were a threat to security.  



The Office of Naval Intelligence report issued in February of 1942, before the internment began, was the 
culmination of a two-year study of the West Coast Japanese American population. Authored by the O.N.I. 
authority on Japanese Americans, Lieutenant Commander K. D. Ringle, the report concluded that only a small 
and readily identifiable portion of the Japanese American people were even potentially disloyal. "the entire 
Japanese problem has been magnified out of its true proportion largely due to the physical characteristics of the 
people." (N6)  
 
Edward Ennis, Director of the Alien Enemy Control Division of the Justice Department and the attorney 
responsible for supervising the drafting of the Justice Department brief in Korematsu versus the United States, 
advised Solicitor General Charles Fahy in April of 1943 that, "we must consider most carefully what our 
obligation to the Court is in view of the fact that the responsible intelligence agency regarded selective 
evacuation as not only sufficient by preferable [to mass evacuation]. I think we should consider very carefully 
whether we do not have a duty to advise the Court of the existence of the Ringle Memorandum and of the fact 
that it represents a view of the Office of Naval Intelligence... Any other course of conduct might approximate the 
suppression of evidence. " (N7)  
 
In response to a request by Attorney General Francis Biddle to verify the accuracy of military claims of shore-to-
ship signaling, J. Edgar Hoover wrote in February of 1944 before the Korematsu case was argued, "every 
complaint [of shore-to-ship signaling and radio transmissions] has been investigated, but in no case has any 
information been obtained which would substantiate the allegation that there has been illicit signaling from shore 
to ship... " (N8)  
 
In response to a similar request, James Fly, the Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, wrote in 
February of 1944: "there were no radio signals...which could not be identified, or which were unlawful." (N9)  
 
In a February 1944 memo to Attorney General Francis Biddle, Ennis criticized the final report of General J.L. 
Dewitt as being highly inaccurate in stating that Japanese Americans were committing acts of espionage and 
sabotage and were prone to disloyalty. He wrote, "[the final report] stands as practically the only record of 
causes for the evacuation and unless corrected will continue to do so. Its practical importance is indicated by the 
fact that it is being cited in the briefs in the Korematsu case in the Supreme Court..." n10  
 
Justice Department Attorney John Burling, also responsible for drafting portions of the Korematsu brief, wrote 
in a memo to Assistant Attorney General Herbert Wechsler in September of 1944, "You will recall that General 
Dewitt's report makes statements concerning radio transmissions and ship-to-shore signaling which were 
categorically denied by the F.B.I. and the Federal Communications commission. There is no doubt that these 
statements are intentional falsehoods..." (N11)  
 
Burling attempted to alert the Supreme Court of the falsity of the military claims, particularly with respect to 
allegations of shore-to-ship radio transmissions, by inserting a footnote in the Korematsu brief stating that such 
allegations were in conflict with information in the possession of the Department of Justice. War department 
officials objected to Burling's footnote and the printing of the brief was stopped in midstream. (N12) Despite the 
protestations by Edward Ennis that the footnote should remain, the Justice Department ultimately omitted the 
footnote from the government's Korematsu brief. N13  
 
Armed with this new evidence, Fred Korematsu filed a petition for Writ of Error Coram Nobis, a petition to 
correct "fundamental errors" or more "manifest injustice," alleging that a fraud had been committed upon the 
Court, and that high government officials and Justice Department lawyers knew that there was no factual basis 
for the claim of "military necessity." On November 10, 1983, in Federal District Court, Judge Marilyn Hall Patel 
ruled that the government's failure to substantively respond to Korematsu's petition was "tantamount to a 
confession of error." (N14) Referring to the Congressional report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and 
Internment of Civilians and the documents attached to the Korematsu petition as exhibits, Judge Patel stated that 
the claim of military necessity justifying Executive Order 9066 was based upon "unsubstantiated facts, 
distortions and representations of at least one military commander, whose views were seriously infected by 
racism." (N15)  



On April 19, 1984, Judge Patel issued her written opinion formally vacating Korematsu's conviction. (N16) 
Referring to the newly discovered government documents attached as exhibits to the petition, Judge Patel wrote, 
"the substance of the statements contained in the documents and the fact the statements were made demonstrate 
that the government knowingly withheld information from the courts when they were considering the critical 
question of military necessity in this case." (N17) Citing the instance of the original Burling footnote which 
revealed that the Justice Department attorneys possessed reports contradictory to the allegations of espionage 
and sabotage, Judge Patel noted, "the record is replete with protestations of various Justice Department officials 
that the government had the obligation to advise the Courts of the contrary facts and opinions. In fact, several 
Department of Justice officials pointed out to their superiors and others the "willful historical inaccuracies and 
intentional falsehoods" contained in the Dewitt report. "these omissions are critical." (N18) Judge Patel 
continued, "omitted from the reports presented to the courts was information possessed by the Federal 
Communications Commission, the Department of the Navy, and the Justice Department which directly 
contradicted General DeWitt's statements. Thus, the court had before it a selective record." (N19)  
 
In concluding that Coram Nobis relief exists for a claim of prosecutorial impropriety, (N20) Judge Patel wrote, 
"There is substantial support in the record that the government deliberately omitted relevant information and 
provided misleading information and papers before the court." (N21) "The judicial process is seriously impaired 
when the government's law enforcement officers violate their ethical obligations to the Court." (N22)  
 
In closing, Judge Patel wrote of the original Supreme Court decision in Korematsu, "Justices of that court and 
legal scholars have commented that the decision is an anachronism in upholding overt racial discrimination as 
'compellingly justified.' The government acknowledged its concurrence with the Commission's [Congressional 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians] observation that, "Today the decision in 
Korematsu lies overruled in the court of history."  
 
"Korematsu remains on the pages of our legal and political history. As a legal precedent it is now recognized as 
having very limited application. As historical precedent it stands as a constant caution that in times of war or 
declared military necessity our institutions must be vigilant in protecting constitutional guarantees. It stands as a 
caution that in times of distress the shield of military necessity and national security must not be used to protect 
governmental actions from close scrutiny and accountability. It stands as a caution that in times of international 
hostility and antagonisms our institutions, legislative, executive and judicial, must be prepared to exercise their 
authority to protect all citizens from the petty fears and prejudices that are so easily aroused." (N23)  
 
 
Footnotes  

 
N1 Korematsu v. The United States, 584 f. Supp. 1406 (n.d. cal. 1984), at p. 1409.  
 
N2 Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, "Personal Justice Denied", 
December 1982, p. 2.  
 
N3 Korematsu v. The United States, 584 f. Supp. 1406 (n.d. 1984), p. 1409.  
 
N4 Korematsu v. The United States, 324 u.s. 885 (1944).  
 
N5 Lt. Gen. J. L. DeWitt, final report: Japanese Evacuation From The West cCoast, 1942: "There were hundreds 
of reports nightly of signal lights visible from the coast, and of intercepts of unidentified radio transmissions. 
Signaling was often observed at premises which could not be entered without a warrant because of mixed 
occupancy. The problem required immediate solution. It called for the applications of measures not then in 
being." Quote, at p. 8. "Because of the ties of race, the intense feeling of filial piety  
and the strong bonds of common tradition, culture and customs, this population presented a tightly-knit racial 
group. It included in excess of 115,000 persons deployed along the Pacific Coast. Whether by design or accident, 
virtually always their communities were adjacent to very vital shore installations, war plants, etc. While it was 
believed that some were loyal, it was known that many were not. It was impossible to establish the identity of the 



loyal and the disloyal with any degree of safety. It was not that there was insufficient time in which to make such 
a determination; it was simply a matter of facing the realities that a positive determination could not be made, 
that an exact separation of the 'sheep from the goats' was unfeasible," At P. 10. See also Hirabayshi v. The 
United States, 320 u.s. 81 at p. 99, "Whatever views we may entertain regarding the loyalty to this country of the 
citizens of Japanese ancestry, we cannot reject as unfounded the judgment of the military authorities and of 
congress that there were disloyal members of that population, whose number and strength could not be precisely 
and quickly ascertained. We cannot say that the war-making branches of the government did not have ground for 
believing that in a critical hour such persons could not readily be isolated and separately dealt with, and 
constituted and menace to the national defense and safety ..."  
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Email forwarded Thursday, July 25, 2002 from nosei2000@yahoogroups.com 
 
 
President George Bush, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 
 

July 25, 2002 
RE: Peter N. Kirsanow 
 
 
Dear President Bush, 
 
We are members of the legal team which represented Fred Korematsu in the overturning of his 40- year 
conviction for refusing military exclusion orders directed at Japanese Americans during World War II. We are 
deeply troubled by the recent comments made by Peter N. Kirsanow, your appointee to the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights, raising the possibility of internment camps for Arab Americans and citing the 
original Korematsu case as supporting such drastic civil rights restrictions. 
 
In 1983, we helped overturn Mr. Korematsu's original conviction, which had been upheld by the United States 
Supreme Court in 1944, by proving that his conviction was obtained by the government through the deliberate 
suppression, alteration and destruction of evidence favorable to Mr. Korematsu and to all Japanese 
Americans.  In 1983, the United States District Court for the Northern District Court of California further found 
that the United States Supreme Court was intentionally misled by government authorities and that there was 
no evidence of any "military necessity" to imprison 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry, two-thirds of 
whom were American citizens.  For his courage in challenging the original internment orders, Fred Korematsu 
was awarded the most prestigious civilian award, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  
 
In similar cases, two other Japanese Americans,  Minoru Yasui and Gordon Hirabayashi, had their convictions 
for violations of the same military orders overturned.  Mr. Kirsanow either did not know about, or simply failed 
to explain, the denouement of the Korematsu case or the results of the Yasui and Hirabayashi cases. 
 
By only citing the original, now discredited,  Korematsu decision, Mr. Kirsanow has ignored the later Court's 
findings and thus, is suggesting that there is legal justification for the mass imprisonment of an ethnic group in 
this country.  This is precisely why Mr. Korematsu re-opened his case in 1983, so that such travesties would 
never occur again.  Mr. Kirsanow's inflammatory rhetoric, from a position of authority is the type of agitation 
which caused  the immense civil rights deprivations Japanese Americans suffered during World War II and 
now threatens to victimize innocent Arab Americans. 
 
For a member of the United States Commission on Civil Rights to make such irresponsible statements and to 
cite the discredited original Korematsu decision is antithetical to the mission of this Commission.   The lesson 
of the Korematsu cases taken together is NOT that the government may incarcerate an entire ethnic group 
without notice, without attorneys and without trial; it teaches us that civil rights and liberties are best protected 
by strongly affirming their essential place in our national character especially in times of crisis, not by tolerating 
or condoning their abuse in the name of national security.  As the federal court recognized in overturning Fred 
Korematsu's conviction, 
 
"[Korematsu] stands as a constant caution that in times of war or declared military necessity our institutions 
must be vigilant in protecting constitutional guarantees.  It stands as a caution that in times of distress the 
shield of military necessity and national security must not be used to protect governmental actions from close 
scrutiny and accountability.  It stands as a caution that in times of international hostility and antagonisms our 
institutions, legislative, executive and judicial, must be prepared to exercise their authority to protect all citizens 
from the petty fears and prejudices that are so easily aroused." 
 
As a member of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission, Mr. Kirsanow should be an advocate for our civil rights but 
his hostility to the protection of the civil rights of Arab Americans disqualifies him from membership on the 
Commission.  We call on you to remove him from his position as a Commissioner. 
 
 
Very truly yours, The Korematsu Legal Team 
 
Lorraine Bannai  Peggy Nagae 
Karen Kai  Robert Rusky 
Dale Minami  Donald K. Tamaki 
Leigh-Ann Miyasato Eric Yamamoto 
 



California Orders Mass Arrest Of Muslim Foreigners
by Andrew Gumbel; The Independent; December 19, 2002 �
 
Hundreds of Middle Eastern and North African men, some just 16, have been hauled into 
custody across southern California in the past few days, enraging civil liberties groups and 
drawing comparisons with the internment of tens of thousands of Japanese Americans during 
the Second World War. 
  
The round-ups in Los Angeles, San Diego and suburban Orange County were part of a counter-
terrorism initiative by the Bush administration, requiring men and teenagers from specific 
countries to register with the immigration authorities and have their fingerprints taken. Several 
thousand citizens of Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria and Sudan – many of them accompanied by lawyers 
– willingly came forward across southern California to meet Monday's deadline. 
  
However, as many as a quarter of them – estimates vary between 500 and 1,000 people – were 
arrested on the basis of apparently minor visa violations and herded into jail cells under threat of 
deportation. 
  
Lawyers reported that some detainees were forced to stand up all night for lack of room, that 
some were placed in shackles, and others were hosed down with cold water before being thrown 
into unheated cells. They said the numbers were so high that authorities were talking about 
transferring several hundred detainees to Arizona to await immigration hearings and deportation 
orders. 
  
Both the lawyers and the southern California chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union 
denounced the round-up as an outrage that did not advance the fight against terrorism one inch 
and very possibly hindered it. At a public demonstration in Los Angeles on Wednesday, at least 
3,000 protesters waved signs saying "What next? Concentration camps?" and "Detain terrorists, 
not innocent immigrants". 
  
"All of our fundamental civil rights have been violated by these actions," one lawyer, Ban al-
Wardi, told the Los Angeles Times after 14 of her 20 clients were arrested during the registration 
process. "I don't know how far this is going to go before people start speaking up. This is a very 
dangerous precedent we are setting. What's to stop Americans from being treated like this when 
they travel overseas?" 
  
In one case, a 16-year-old boy was ripped from his mother's arms and told he would never 
return home. The mother is a legal resident married to an American citizen. Many of the 
detainees came from Los Angeles' large Iranian Jewish population and are highly unlikely to 
have any link to militant Islamic guerrilla groups. 
  
Immigration officials said they would not discuss numbers but did not dispute one report putting 
the number of detainees at between 500 and 700. They acknowledged anyone with a slight visa 
irregularity was subject to arrest, regardless of personal histories. The detainees' lawyers 
challenged the government to produce any evidence of criminal behaviour among their clients, 
let alone a link to international terrorist groups. 
  
The registration scheme was conceived by President Bush's ultra-conservative Attorney General, 
John Ashcroft, and had already come under criticism for what opponents call blatant 
discrimination.  
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Beyond Manzanar - Artists' Bios 
 

Principals: 

 
Tamiko Thiel is an American artist of Japanese/German heritage, internationally acknowledged 
as a pioneer in creating poetic spaces of memory for social and cultural issues in virtual reality 
(since 1994, when she was producer and creative director of Starbright World in collaboration 
with Steven Spielberg) and augmented reality (since 2010, with an intervention in MoMA NY), 
with support from Macdowell Colony, NEA, MIT, IBM Innovation Award, Rockefeller, GoogleVR. 
 

Zara Houshmand is an Iranian-American writer whose work focuses on cross-cultural themes 
and includes poetry, memoir, and literary translation as well as theatre and new media arts. As 
executive producer at Worlds, Inc. she was involved in the pioneering development of virtual 
reality on the Internet, and as editor for the Mind & Life Institute she was responsible for a series 
of books on the dialogues between the Dalai Lama and Western scientists. 

 

Collaborators: 

 
Many, many thanks to the artists who contributed their work and their time to Beyond Manzanar! 
 
Yasushi Yoshida is a composer living in Osaka, Japan. He has written the title music for 
numerous television shows including "Walk Alone in Arktos", and most recently "Mr. Hyohichi 
Kohno Walked to the North Pole". He did the sound design for Beyond Manzanar while studying 
computer augmented music performance and composition at IAMAS.  
 
Shiro Yamamoto taught interface and exhibition design at IAMAS. He developed the 
navigation interface for Beyond Manzanar. 
 
Reverend Nobuyuki Tanahashi is an ordained Shinto priest. He studied new media art at 
IAMAS in order to create new rituals in the spirit of Shinto. He transformed Zara's closing 
resolution poem into a norito prayer recitation in English for the spirits of Manzanar. He was our 
invaluable consultant on Japanese spiritual and cultural issues for the project.  
 
Midori Kono Thiel is a prize-winning Japanese calligraphy artist and a Japanese traditional arts 
expert. She performed the piece "Sumiyoshi" on the koto and created the Japanese calligraphy 
for the fence poems. 
 
Ma Chao is a painter and animation artist who has exhibited his work extensively in China and 
Japan. He created the water animations in Persian miniature style for the Persian garden while 
studying animation at IAMAS.  
 
Mary Kagemura Nomura was the "Songbird of Manzanar." Two songs of hers can be heard 
coming from within the barracks. The texts were written by her future husband Shi Nomura 
while she had already left but he was still at Manzanar. She set the poems to music, sung and 
recorded them and mailed the record back to him in camp. (Usage of songs courtesy of County 
of Inyo, Eastern California Museum.) 
 
Gayle Pavola was a painter and teacher of English at IAMAS. She extracted multitudinous 
trees and plants from Japanese scroll paintings and Persian miniatures and planted them in our 
paradise gardens. 
 
Ikuko Miwa teaches Japanese for foreign students at Gifu University. She and her daughter 
Momo provided the mysterious footsteps that haunt the internment camp. 



Beyond Manzanar - Media Credits 
 
 
Thanks to the many people and institutions who have allowed us to use their photographs in order to 
make the metaphorical more personal and the abstract more concrete. 
 

MUSIC: 
 
"Can't Fool This Heart Of Mine" in the internment camp and "Don't Ever Change" in the pre-war Japanese 
American Dream room were composed and sung by "the Songbird of Manzanar" Mary Kageyama 
Nomura, with texts written by her fiancé Shi Nomura while interned at Manzanar. They are used courtesy 
of the County of Inyo, Eastern California Museum. (See also the entry for Mary Kageyama Nomura on 
the artists' bios page.) 
 
"Sumiyoshi" is performed and sung in the Japanese pavilion by Midori Kono Thiel (See also her entry on 
the artists' bios page.) 
 
"Don't Fence Me In," a favorite tune of the Jive Bombers while at Manzanar Internment Camp, played in 
the American Dream barracks room, is performed by the J-Town Jazz Ensemble and used courtesy of 
George Yoshida. 
 
Music in the Persian garden is by Ali Reza Eftekhari, from the recording Gharibestan. Persian flute music 
in the landscape with Manzanar monument is by Hassan Kassai, Le Ney. The recording of the Azan in 
the empty landscape is courtesy of Partow Houshmand-Rad. We are grateful to Kourosh Taghavi for 
sharing his explorations of a common ground between Iranian and Japanese music. 
 
 

PHOTOS: 
 
Photos of life in Manzanar Internment Camp, seen in the windows of the barracks, are courtesy of the 
National Archives of the United States. 
 
Wall-sizes images in the American Dream / "visit to the Japanese homeland" room, courtesy of the Art 
and Sumi Yoshioka Family. 
 
Framed photographs in the sepia-colored Japanese American Dream/pre-war living room courtesy of 
Mary Kageyama Nomura, Dr. Frank Kitamoto, Art and Sumi Yoshioka Family and the Midori Kono 
Thiel Family. 
 
Photographs in the Japanese American Dream/Internment Camp room of the evacuees walking down 
dock at Bainbridge Island and of Fumiko Hayashida holding her daughter are courtesy of the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer Collection, Museum of History and Industry, Seattle WA. The other, framed 
photographs are courtesy of Dr. Frank Kitamoto, Mary Kageyama Nomura and George Yoshida. 
 
Photograph of Shigeko Kitamoto holding photograph of herself with her children in the Iranian Hostage 
Crisis room courtesy of Bremerton Sun. Articles on the Iranian Hostage Crisis courtesy of Japanese 
American Citizens League / Pacific Citizen archives. Photographs related to the Iranian revolution and 
hostage crisis courtesy of Jahanshah Javid, Ron Kelley (photos originally published in Irangeles, 
University of California Press, 1993), and Siamak Namazi. 
 
Photographs in the Iranian American Dream living room courtesy of Mark Manouchehr Houshmand and 
the Houshmand family; Mindy Brizendine and Ali Pourtash; Jahanshah Javid; Behruz Hashemi; and 
Ben Bagheri. 



Beyond Manzanar - Acknowledgements 
 
Many, many people have helped us on this project with ideas, feedback, family stories, information, background, 
advice and support. We would like to acknowledge some of our primary sources and thank them for their help. 
 
This passage from "Farewell to Manzanar" by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James Houston was the 
seed for the idea to build Beyond Manzanar in interactive virtual reality: 
"Gardens had sprung up everywhere ... You could face away from the barracks, look past a tiny rapids toward 
the darkening mountains, and for a while not be a prisoner at all. You could hang suspended in some odd, 
almost lovely land you could not escape from yet almost didn't want to leave." Thanks also to Jeanne Wakatsuki 
Houston for sharing memories of Manzanar with us. 
 
Many thanks to former Manzanar internees Mary Kageyama Nomura, Dr. Frank Kitamoto, Sue Kunitomi 
Embrey and the Manzanar Committee, and Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston for sharing their memories and 
photos of Manzanar and their constructive feedback on our project. We hope that our project will help humanity 
to learn from their experiences, and ensure that they have not suffered in vain. 
 
George Yoshida's many hours of conversation enriched our understanding of the discrimination that Japanese-
Americans faced before the war, and how the internees' coped with life in the camps. His stories of musical life 
in the camps and his stress on the internees' powerful will to create as normal and enjoyable life as possible 
have been a powerful antidote to the dismal facts of the internment itself. His book "Reminiscing in Swingtime" 
gives a fascinating overview of Japanese American popular musical culture before, during and after the war.  
 
Many thanks to Professor Itsuo Sakane, Director of IAMAS, for believing in this project and offering us the 
residency at IAMAS to produce it.  
 
Many thanks to Shiro Yamamoto for technical support at IAMAS, for installation design of two different exhibits 
and for alleviating the long Ogaki winter with his extensive knowledge of the finest local restaurants. 
 
Many thanks to Tsuyoshi Fuyama for technical support at IAMAS, for helping make the first demo tape, and for 
his cheery company during the long Ogaki winter. 
 
Visual Brains lent their video editing equipment, their artistic expertise and strong emotional support during an 
all night editing session of the demo reel from the IAMAS AIR exhibition. Thank you for being there for me when 
I needed you! 
 
Prof. Koji Yagi, Tokyo Institute of Technology, educated us about Japanese building styles. The esthetic sins 
we have committed to simplify this knowledge for our virtual pavilion are our decisions entirely, and do not reflect 
on his teachings. We highly recommend his book, "A Japanese Touch For Your Home," if you want to see how it 
really should be done. 
 
Prof. Takeo Nakajima, Joshi Bijutsu Daigaku, gave a crash course in Japanese garden design and helped find 
the ancient picture scrolls from which we extracted most of the features in our Japanese garden. Again, being 
willful western novices we have distorted this information for our own devious purposes, and hope that he 
forgives us our esthetic transgressions. 
 
Thank you Peter Graf and Art Medlar for stepping into the breach. Your last-minute, 11th hour programming 
contributions were much appreciated by the overworked programmer. 
 
Holger Grahn not only created the blaxxun Contact VRML browser but also very patiently responded to our 
cries of help and pleas for new features. Thank you Holger, for making it all clear. 
 
Many others at blaxxun interactive Inc. helped us with advice, special testing and pleas for new features. 
Special thanks to Bernd Knoebel and Tom Volk for help with the VRML browser, Herbert Stocker for creating 
the joystick interface, Melanie Beisswenger for VRML tips and Britta Kruchen for everything else. And to 
Franz Buchenberger, for making it all happen. 




